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3,000 squatters to be relocated for rail link

RAWANG: Some 3,000 syuat-
ters need to be relocsted to
make way for the 32%km Ipoh-
Padang Besar donble-tracking
rail system.

Tramsport Minister Datuk
Seri Chan Kong Choy said the
co-operation of four stale gov-
ernments was important to
ensure the smonth implemen-
lﬂtlliilllﬂr[h[‘pl'njﬂﬂ

The project is being undar-
taken by MMC-Camuda Juint
Venlure Sdn Bhd and had
started earlier this year with

completion  slated in  five
VRATS,

“We nend the s ri and
en-operation of the Perak,

Penang Kedah and Porlis gov-
ernments to  address the
squalterissue,”

Chan said he and Transport
Ministry officials would meet
state goverrnent oflicials,

Chan vesterday witnessed a

ceremony marking the com-
plation of the sysiems” work
for l'.he double-tracking train
service by Mitsui & Co Lid and
KTM Berhad for the Rawang-
Ipoh stretch.

KTM Berhad is now waiting
for the delivery of five new
train sels W run this roule,
which 13 expectad 10 bs opera-
tional by the middle of next
vear. The systeoms” work in-
vislves  electrification,  sig-
nalling and communications,

Chan said there would be
five stops during the 133
minute rapid train journey ba-
tweem Kuala Lumpur and Ipoh
—at Hawa‘r‘ig , Tanjung Malim,

Kampar and

KTM Berhad man g di-
rector Datuk Mohd Salleh Ab-
dullah indicated that the fare
for the Kuala Lumpur-Tpoh
journey would be betwesn

Batu Fﬂjah

BM30 and RM40.

Plans are underway for the
Singapore-Kunming rail link,
which will cover Malaysia,
Thailand, Cambodia and
Myanmar as well.

e said the Malaysian gov-
ermment had recently agreed
o accept the proposal fur
Malaysia to be the permansnt
chair for the project, given its
active involvement.

Salleh  expected  KTM
Berhad's average passenger
Ioad to increase o 130,000 a
day with the expansion of the
double  tracking. Curremily,
the average passenger volume
was 107,000 daily.

Buesides the Rawang-lpoh
double-tracking rail link, the
Sentul-Batm Caves Komuter
line is aleo expected to he op-
erational by May next vear.

“If and when the povern-
ment announces a fuel price

increase, there would he a
sudden surge in passenger
load for us,” Salleh said.

The Sentul-Batu Caves KTM
Kormuter service alone is ex-
pected  to  transport some
10,000 passengers a day,

Salleh  sabd  the oxisting
Rawang-Kuala Kubn Baru
route, which will be extonded
1o Tamjung Malim in June, has
an average of M0 passengers
aday currently.

He expects that onon the line
is connectsd 0 Tanjung Mal-
i, U number of passengers
will increase three or four
times. " lTanjung Malim wdll be
transformed  into anothar
Seremban by the end of this
year.”

Salled hoped twincrease Ko-
muter orain frequency 1o evary
10 minutes (now 15 mimiies)
during peak tmes and 15 min-
utes (now 20 minutes) during

u:iﬂ;p;;t hiours. f

ity irain sets {comprisi
three coaches each) ﬂ.TE tn Er-g
overhauled at a cost of RM2
muillion W BM3 million each.

A pew three-car train set
costs KM12 million to RM15
million each.

Salleh also said from 2000
until iy, AM19.8 million
worth of track materials, in-
cluding copper wire, had been
stolan along the Hawang-lpoh
double-tracking line.

On the advent of budget air
travel, Salleh said that it had
not impactsd it leain service
hisiness,

"We eater for the leisurely
market, the elderly and eol-
lege-going  voungsters. And
miast of them are women, who
travel in groups. We glso cater
for businessmen who need a
rood night’s sleep when trav-
elling to Singapore.”



