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Double-track projec
moving as planned

By Adeline Paul Raj
br@mstp.comamy

THE Ipoh-Padang Bosar electrified
double-track railway project is ex-
pected to be completed as planned
in December 2013 without any cost
overrun, its main contractor said.

The project, which costs RM12.48
billion and stretches 329km, is a
government initiative to improve
inter-city rail transport.

It Involves replacing an ﬂxistlng
single-track line Hnlclng oh in
Parak to Padang Besar I'EE
new tracks are designed to cater for
electric train sets with speeds of up
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“Progress is good, \Id H
cent of the overall physical ,]m'
done. We are on schedul m-_

pleting it in December

any cost overrun a

delays,” said Azmi Mat Nor, a dir-
ector of MMC-Gamuda Joint Von-
ture Sdn Bhd, the main contractor.

One of the reasons he is confident
there will be no cost-overrun is that
the company has already forwaird-
bought three-quarters of the con-
struction materials needed. This
leaves it less vulnerable o future
price swings.

“We've already Incked in three-
gquarters of the mawerials. The res,
we can mitigate it,” he told report-
ars at a briefing on the project in
Kuala Lumpur yestorday,

Cost overrun, if any, will be borne
by the company as the contract was
awarded by the gmmmnt on i
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PROGRESS 1S GOOD, WITH 43 PER CENT OF
THE OVERALL PHYSICAL WORK DONE. WE

ARE ON SCHEDULE TO COMPLETING IT IN
DECEMBER 2013 ... 9§

- Azmi Mat Nor

MMC-Gamuda foint Venture

Director

in early 2008.

Azmi said the project’s impact is
far-reaching, with the multiplier ef-
fect from work packages and jobs
awardoed expected to genarate an

estimated BM25 billion worth of

downstream economic activities,

I is expected to be one of tha J

biggest money-spinners for the
four states which the railway.
track cuts across, name
Perak, Penang, Kedah and!
Parlis,
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